Mr. Hager confirmed that he met with Mr. Hogan and
Mr. Ventura in his office after their refusal to ride the
elevator and that he repeated his offer to cage them in
manually, and also repeated his view that the elevator was
safe to ride (Tr. 431) .  Prior to this meeting he (Hager)
had spoken with Jackie Smith and was informed that the elevator
was operating properly and that he had found nothing wrong
with it.  Mr. Hager also confirmed that he had initially
offered to transport Mr. Hogan and Mr. Ventura into the
mine by means of the slope, but subsequently retracted
that offer.  He retracted the offer after he gave thought to
the fact that by making the offer in the first place he would
be placed in a position of saying there was something wrong
with the elevator, and as far as he was concerned this was
not the case (Tr. 432).

Mr. Hager stated that he summoned the federal and state inspectors
to the mine to determine the safety of the elevator because this
is the procedure dictated by the labor-management contract,
exhibit R-3 (Tr. 433-435).  He also called in the elevator
representative, and Mr. Hager stated that there was no doubt
in his mind as( to the safety of the elevator (Tr. 436-437) .
He confirmed that during his meetings with Mr. Hogan and
Mr, Ventura concerning their refusal to ride the elevator
no information was forthcoming concerning the purported
elevator dropping or the fact that people on the elevator had
screamed, grabbed other people's arms, or that legs had
buckled (Tr. 437).

Mr. Hager confirmed that he met with Mr, Willis,
Mr. Hogan, and Mr. Ventura and informed them collectively
that he was suspending Mr. Hogan and Mr. Ventura for their
refusal to ride the elevator.  He further confirmed that the
suspensions were made in accordance with the contract which
authorizes such suspensions if it is determined that the
proper state and federal inspection officials confirm that
the work conditions on which the refusals are based did not
constitute violations.  Further, it was his view that Mr. Hogan
and Mr, Ventura did not act in good faith because the elevator
was operating properly at the time of their refusal to ride
it and that approximately 160 miners caged in and out of the
mine on the very same elevator at the same time as the
work-refusal (Tr. 441-442).  When asked what he would
do if he had been told that the elevator dropped 50 to 100
feet, Mr. Hager responded as follows (Tr. 445):

A.  Well, I'd investigate the incident with
,the people that allegedly made the statements, and
if they were sincere in saying they fell that distance,
I'd have no alternative but to shut the elevator
down until it was inspected thoroughly.

2203 ride" (Tr. 430) .  He stated that
